
It’s a sad fact that, by the time they are diagnosed 
with colorectal cancer, most Canadians are already 

in an advanced stage of the disease, with only a 10 
per cent chance of survival.1 The leading cause of 
cancer-related deaths in non-smokers,2 colorectal 
cancer (CRC) was responsible for 8,700 Canadian 
deaths in 2007.3

Even sadder is the knowledge that 90 per cent of 
CRC patients can be cured if their disease is  
detected early.1 In these early stages, however,  
CRC produces no symptoms. So early detection 
relies on screening, which less than 20 per cent of 
patients currently submit to.4 

With early detection being the key to battling this  
disease, why don’t more people get screened?  
Despite the gradual awareness of the importance  
of routine CRC screening, the lack of patient friendly 
screening options continues to be a barrier to patient 
compliance with current screening guidelines. Stool 
tests, while safe, are not ideal, as patients often  
don’t complete them properly or refuse to take the 
tests altogether. A colonoscopy, though effective at 
detecting CRC, is an invasive, uncomfortable proce-
dure that requires two days off work, an unpleasant 
bowel preparation beforehand and puts patients at 
risk for significant complications. 

What is clearly missing is a straightforward, patient-
friendly entry point into CRC screening. 

Fortunately, an exciting  
new technology, now on 
the immediate horizon, 
may provide the solu-
tion to bridge the gap in 
screening compliance 
that exists today and to 
reach the all important 
under screened popula-
tion. This latest advance 
in cancer screening is an 
effective, safe and con-
venient blood-based colorectal cancer screening test 
that can easily be incorporated into a patient’s annual 
check-up. Simple to administer, the test uses leading 
edge molecular technology to identify patients cur-
rently at risk for CRC. Effective screening means the 
right patients can be sent on for diagnostic  
structural examinations, like colonoscopy. 

“A blood-based test is more familiar and could 
encourage more individuals to undergo screening,” 
says Dr. Bernard Levin, an internationally-recognized 
expert in CRC screening. “This could lead to earlier 
detection of colorectal cancer, thereby reducing suf-
fering and death.”

By identifying higher risk patients up front, our lim-
ited colonoscopy resources can be focused on this 
group, potentially reducing wait lists and initiating 
early treatment in those with confirmed CRC.

At the time of publication, this technology is not currently licensed for sale in Canada.
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The world’s first patient-friendly test
for colon cancer could save thousands of lives

and allocate scarce healthcare resources efficiently.

technology overview
A blood sample is drawn from a patient and changes in the 
activity of a specific panel of genes are measured. By quantify-
ing these changes this test is able to assess a patient’s current 
risk of having colorectal cancer.
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